THE ASCENT : THE USE OF WORDS
flow." Yet he must not fall into the opposite error o!
always avoiding abstract and technical terms, and continually
talking down to the pupils. To a number of relationships,
whether in sciences or in the humanities, their attention
will never be drawn unless by hearing the relationship named.
Virtues which have no name among a people are apt to die
out. Mathematical functions which have no name escape
notice. It is bad to have the name without understanding
the fact, but difficult to understand or even notice the fact
without the name. And so the golden rule is to teach real
things and real relationships, but to talk naturally about
them, so that vocabulary advances equally with true
knowledge, not usurping its place, but not lagging in
the rear.
Children do differ enormously in vocabulary, and their
vocabulary grows at a rate which is always underestimated
by those who have never made an effort to measure it quan-
titatively. A child has a number of different vocabularies,
of which the widest is the number of words which he under-
stands when he hears them. This vocabulary has no definite
margin, but shades off through words which are fairly well
comprehended to words which are only hazily appreciated,
and then only in certain phrases or contexts. A word is not
one day unknown and the next day understood, but rather
it ripens to maturity in the mind.
Enclosed within this vocabulary is that lesser treasury of
words which the child himself actually uses—it is probably
a proper aim for the teacher of English to endeavour to make
these two realms more nearly coincident in size. And there
are other possible delimitations; as the words which the
pupil can spell, or will use in a written composition.
Vocabulary has been repeatedly used as a test of intelli-
gence, both size of vocabulary and quality, while indirectly
it plays an important part in other tests. Methods of
measuring vocabulary are of interest in themselves, as an
example of the difficulty attending upon quantitative expen-
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